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 Introduction  

For more than 20 years, IES has educated students at our Spring Hill campuses in Brisbane. During this time, more 

than 10,000 students have successfully transitioned from IES programs into their chosen undergraduate degrees 

at The University of Queensland and other leading global universities. Building on the success of our university 

preparation programs, IES expanded its education offerings to a senior high school programme and IES College 

was born.  

 

IES College is an independent, secular, co-educational, not for profit, senior high school and authorised IB World 

School. The College was established in 2020, with its first cohort of Year 11 students commencing their studies in 

the International Baccalaureate Diploma Program in 2021. Year 12 commenced in 2022, and in 2023 we welcome 

our first Year 10 students.  

 

This document will provide prospective students and their families with important information about the Year 10 

program at IES College.  

 

 

Contact Information  

Campus Address: 495 Boundary Street, Spring Hill Q 4000 

Phone: 07 3832 7699 

 

Key Contacts 

IES College Enrolments team: info@iescollege.qld.edu.au  

• Jenny Aubrey, Enrolments & Student Services Manager 

• Kenyishia Laupama, Enrolments Officer 

 

 

Studying Year 10 at IES College  

Our Year 10 academic program, while derived from the Australian Curriculum, is balanced, and complemented by 

similar approaches used in the International Baccalaureate Diploma Programme (IBDP) which are designed to 

address the intellectual, social, emotional, and physical well-being of students. Students will develop their 

interpersonal skills through experiential learning, collaborative problem solving, and overcome personal 

challenges through self-discovery. They will also develop international mindedness and cultural awareness 

through the links we have in indigenous communities, multicultural communities, and proposed partner schools 

locally, nationally, and international.  

 

IES College students are encouraged to think to the future and design their program of study from the 

commencement of Year 10 towards learning areas where they experience achievement and enjoyment to give 

them the best opportunity for future success.  

 

Prior to commencing their studies at IES College, students will be offered subject selection advice to help them 

tailor their Year 10 studies in a way to that assists with a smooth articulation into and success throughout the IBDP 

program. 
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Extra-Curricular and Skills Activities  

In addition to their academic studies, students will be required to participate in various extra-curricular activities 

throughout the year. In keeping with a similar model as our IB senior years CAS program, a range of activities, 

experiences and skills sessions will be offered to Year 10 students that contribute to the development of the 

student’s identity and transferable skills, complementing the academic programme in a holistic way. Through 

their participation, students will be encouraged to find connections to their academic studies, and create 

opportunities to develop, their creative skills, their physical health and wellbeing, as well as service-learning 

opportunities. 

 

 

Year 10 Subjects 

All students study subjects within the core learning areas of English, Science and Mathematics.  

 

To assist in smooth transition to senior studies, preparing students for Ab Initio language studies within the IB 

Diploma Program all students will be required to study Languages for the duration of their Year 10 studies. This 

will be made up of one semester of French and one semester of Spanish.    

 

Students will then choose elective subjects from the other learning areas, HASS, The Arts, Technologies, and 

Health & Physical Education. The subjects currently being offered include: 

• Economics and Business* 

• Civics & Citizenship* 

• Psychology* 

• History* 

• Visual Arts* 

• Design & Technology 

• HPE 

 

* Indicates those Year 10 subjects that align with the current IB Diploma Program subject offerings in Year 11 and 12. 

 

Important Notes: 

- HASS Studies: Year 9 results and/or confirmation of subjects will be required at enrolment to confirm what HASS studies 

have been completed. Students must complete 2 semesters of History, and 2 semesters of one other HASS subject 

(Geography, Economics & Business, or Civics & Citizenship) over the course of Year 9 and 10. Where students are yet to 

meet this requirement, HASS subjects will become compulsory subject selections. For example, if only 1 semester of 

History and 1 semester of Economics and Business was completed in Year 9, the student will have to complete 1 semester 

of History and 1 semester of one other HASS subject in their Year 10 program. 

- Subject Options: It is envisaged that as the College grows the number of elective subject options available to Year 10 

students will also grow to meet the need of the student cohort.  

- Electives: Elective subjects being offered are subject to change. Not all elective subject selection combinations may be 

available - consider back up subject selection options.   

- Number of Subjects: While three (3) elective subjects are the minimum number required for Year 10 students, the College 

will consider, on a case-by-case basis, requests from students to study four (4) electives – where the combination of 

subjects is possible. 
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Subject Selections  

We encourage students to design their program of study from the commencement of Year 10 by selecting subjects 

that align with their study plans for Year 11 and 12 in areas where they experience success and enjoyment. Success 

in senior years of schooling will depend on the choices made at the start of Year 10; therefore, it is important to 

take the time when making decisions about subject selections.  

 

To make this easier, below we have illustrated how the Year 10 subjects can align with our current IB Diploma 

Programme subject offerings (Noting that as the college grows the subject offerings may grow and chance in response to 

the needs of our students).  
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When selecting subjects for Year 10, students are encouraged to think about:  

 

Past Achievement: Have you achieved success in a subject previously? Students are more likely to succeed in the 

same subject or a related subject they have previously studied. 

 

Interest: Is this subject a learning area you are interested in? Students are more likely to be engaged and succeed 

in subjects that they find interesting and enjoyable.  

 

Year 10 subject selections will affect Year 11 and 12 study programs: Have you thought about what your Year 11 

and 12 study program will look like? Students undertaking the International Baccalaureate Diploma Programme 

should choose Year 10 subjects that align with the IBDP subjects they want to pursue in Year 11 and 12. Students 

who want to study High Level (HL) Mathematics in their IBDP studies should ensure they choose the higher-level 

Mathematics subject for Year 10 and be able to demonstrate good results in Mathematics in Years 8 and 9.  

 

It is important to note that successful achievement in some subjects in Year 10 may be required to enrol in some 

IBDP subjects in Years 11 and 12.  

 

Subject Combinations: Will my subject choices all work together? It is important to make decisions about subjects 

to ensure you come away with a combination of subjects that suit you, your Year 11 and 12 study program aims, 

and future study and career goals. It is important to note that not all subject combinations will be possible, so you 

should always have a back up plan. 

 

All students are different, with their own set of study needs and preferences, that may be quite different from 

other students. It is unwise to either take or avoid a subject selection because of input or opinions of friends or 

other students. There is little to be gained by continuing with subjects from Year 8 and 9 that have proved difficult 

even after you have put in your best  

 

Future Aims and Goals: What are your aims and goals after you finish your high school studies? Most tertiary 

institutions will have prerequisites for entry into their courses, so it is important to look at your desired course 

and any subject related prerequisites so you can consider aligning your subject selections to those entry 

requirements.  

 

Career Options: Do you have a desired career pathway? While your ideas about your future career path may 

change throughout your senior studies, it is helpful to have some ideas about possible career choices to inform 

subject selections that are aligned with your future career goals.  

 

Ask for help: Unsure what the best subject selections are for you? Ask for help If you need it to make the best 

subject selections for you. Talk to your Parents, the IES College Enrolments team, Academic team, or College 

Principal.  

 

Have any other questions about studying Year 10 at IES College?  

Contact our Enrolments Team today. 

Phone: 07 3832 7699 

Email: info@iescollege.qld.edu.au 

Website Enquiry: www.iescollege.qld.edu.au  
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